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 Locational Knowledge     
 ELG: People, Culture and Communities   

EYFS  Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;   

KS1 Where are 
they and 
what are the 
four countries 
of the UK 
like?  

 
KS1 Geography 
National Curriculum 
Pupils develop 
contextual knowledge 
of the location of 
globally significant 
places. They should 
develop knowledge 
about the world, the 
United Kingdom and 
their locality. 

Children can: 

 name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans; 

 name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas; 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in this 
strand: United Kingdom, England, 
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, 
town, city, village, sea, beach, hill, 
mountain, London, Belfast, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, capital city, world map, 
continent, ocean, Europe, Africa, 
Asia, Australasia, North America, 
South America, Antarctica. 

LKS2 Countries of 
the UK and 
Europe  

 
KS2 Geography 
National Curriculum 
Pupils should extend 
their knowledge and 
understanding beyond 
the local area to 
include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, 
North and South 
America. 
 
Children can develop 
contextual knowledge 
of the location of 
globally significant 
places – both 
terrestrial and marine. 
 
Children develop their 
understanding, 
recognising and 
identifying key 
physical and human 
geographical features. 

Children can: 

 locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe, 
concentrating on environmental 
regions and key physical and human 
characteristics; 

 name and locate local counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics including hills, 
mountains, rivers and seas, and how 
a place has changed; 

 identify the position and significance 
of Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in this 
strand: county, country, town, coast, 
physical features, human features, 
mountain, hill, river, sea, climate, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle. 
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UKS2 Continents 
and countries 
of the World  

 
KS2 Geography 
National Curriculum 
Pupils should extend 
their knowledge and 
understanding beyond 
the local area to 
include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, 
North and South 
America. They will 
begin to explore the 
concept of tourism 
and its impact.  
 
Children can develop 
contextual knowledge 
of the location of 
globally significant 
places – both 
terrestrial and marine. 
 
Children develop their 
understanding of 
recognising and 
identifying key 
physical and human 
geographical features 
of the world; how 
these are 
interdependent and 
how they bring about 
spatial variation and 
change over time. 

Children can: 

 use maps to locate the world’s 
countries with a focus on North and 
South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities; 

 name and locate counties and cities 
of the United Kingdom and countries 
studied, identifying their physical 
features, including mountains, and 
rivers, and land-use patterns; 
showing change over time; 

 identify the position and significance 
of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones; 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in this 
strand: atlas, index, coordinates, 
latitude, longitude, contour, altitude, 
peaks, slopes, continent, country, 
city, North America, South America, 
border, key. 

 


