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 Sculpture  
 ELG: Creating with Materials 

EYFS - Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function;  
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;  
- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

KS1 Children have the opportunity to use a 
variety of materials for sculpting and 
experiment with joining and 
constructing. They begin to use the 
correct vocabulary associated with 
sculpting and construction to 
demonstrate their understanding of the 
skill. 
 
KS1 Art and Design National 
Curriculum 
 
To become proficient in sculpting 
techniques. 
To use sculpture to develop and share 
their ideas, experiences and 
imagination. 
 

Children can: 

 use a variety of natural, recycled 
and manufactured materials for 
sculpting, e.g. clay, straw and card; 

 use a variety of techniques, e.g. 
rolling, cutting, pinching; 

 use a variety of shapes, including 
lines and texture; 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in 
this strand: sculpture, statue, 
model, work, work of art, 3D, land 
art, sculptor, carving, sculpture, 
installation, shapes, materials, 
pyramid, abstract, geometric. 

LKS2 Children still have the opportunity to 
use a variety of materials for sculpting. 
They experiment with joining and 
construction, asking and answering 
questions such as, ‘How can it go 
higher?’ Children begin to understand 
more about decorating sculptures and 
adding expression through texture. 
They use a variety of tools to support 
the learning of techniques and to add 
detail. 
 
KS2 Art and Design National 
Curriculum 
 
To become proficient in sculpting 
techniques. 
To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including sculpting 
with a range of materials. 
 

Children can: 

 cut, make and combine shapes to 
create recognisable forms; 

 use clay and other malleable 
materials and practise joining 
techniques; 

 add materials to the sculpture to 
create detail; 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in 
this strand: rectangular, concrete, 
terrace, architect, 2D shape, brim, 
peak, buckle, edging, trimmings, 
shape, form, shadow, light, 
marionette puppet. 

UKS2 Children still use a variety of materials 
for sculpting and experiment with 
joining and constructing. They begin to 
understand more about clay modelling 
and using different tools with clay. They 
will be more reliant on their own ideas 
and knowledge of sculpture during the 
planning and designing process. 

Children can: 

 plan and design a sculpture; 

 use tools and materials to carve, 
add shape, add texture and pattern; 

 develop cutting and joining skills, 
e.g. using wire, coils, slabs and 
slips; 
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KS2 Art and Design National 
Curriculum 
 
To become proficient in sculpting 
techniques. 
To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including sculpting 
with a range of materials. 
 

 use materials other than clay to 
create a 3D sculpture; 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in 
this strand: form, structure, texture, 
shape, mark, soft, join, tram, cast. 

 


