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 Exploring and Developing Ideas 

 ELG: Creating with Materials 

EYFS - Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function;  
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;  
- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

KS1 Children start to understand how ideas 
are developed through processes. 
Children build up resilience to getting 
things wrong and trying again. Children 
practise and share their learning and 
skills with others, receive and offer 
feedback to improve. 
 
KS1 Art and Design National 
Curriculum 
To produce creative work, exploring 
their ideas and recording experiences. 
 

Children can: 

 respond positively to ideas and 
starting points; 

 explore ideas and collect 
information; 

 describe differences and similarities 
and make links to their own work; 

 try different materials and methods 
to improve; 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in 
this strand: work, work of art, idea, 
starting point, observe, focus, 
design, improve. 

LKS2 Children start collecting and developing 
ideas using sketchbooks. They 
continue to build up resilience, making 
mistakes and suggesting improvements 
to improve their work. Children practise 
and share their learning and skills with 
others, giving and receiving feedback 
to improve. 
 
KS2 Art and Design National 
Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught to develop their 
techniques with creativity, 
experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, craft 
and design. 
 
To create sketchbooks to record their 
observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas. 

 

Children can: 

 use sketchbooks to record ideas; 

 explore ideas from first-hand 
observations; 

 question and make observations 
about starting points, and respond 
positively to suggestions; 

 adapt and refine ideas; 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in 
this strand: line, pattern, texture, 
form, record, detail, question, 
observe, refine. 

UKS2 Children start collecting more 
information and resources to present in 
sketchbooks. They continue to build 
their knowledge of techniques by 
experimenting and predicting what 
might happen. Children continue to 
practise and share their learning and 
skills with others, receiving and offering 
feedback to improve. 
 

Children can: 

 review and revisit ideas in their 
sketchbooks; 

 offer feedback using technical 
vocabulary; 

 think critically about their art and 
design work; 

 use digital technology as sources 
for developing ideas; 
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KS2 Art and Design National 
Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught to develop their 
techniques with creativity, 
experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, craft 
and design. 
 
To create sketchbooks to record their 
observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas. 
 

 use key vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding in 
this strand: sketchbook, develop, 
refine, texture, shape, form, pattern, 
structure. 

 


